GALLAUDET UNIVERSITY
GSR 103 – (3 Credits)

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE & DEAF STUDIES 
Fall 2011 
************************************************************************
Instructor:  Dr. Maribel Gárate 


Office: FH 302D  

Day:  Monday 




VP: 202-302-3323
Time/place:  12:30 to 1:50pm  SAC 

Email:Maribel.Garate@Gallaudet.edu
Office hours: Mondays and Wednesdays 2:00 to 3:00pm OR by appointment
************************************************************************
 
Course Description: 
This course focuses on the critical ASL skills that students need to succeed in a variety of academic settings. Course topics include critical analysis of ideas and their synthesis, grammar and language variety, and such rhetorical elements as audience, style, and persona.  This course also explores various ways of how ideology, place and technology play in the construction of the Deaf self. 
Prerequisite: Qualifying performance on ASL assessment.
 
Course Materials:
-         Materials and video assignments will be posted in Blackboard
-         $5.00 for Deaf organization project
-         1 USB—2GB or higher
 
Blackboard Use: We anticipate heavy reliance on the "Blackboard" course management system. Blackboard will be used to post announcements and curricular materials. It will be updated regularly. Blackboard will also be used by the instructors to send out emails to students. Important: if you do not regularly check your Gallaudet email but prefer to use a private email or pager address, please forward your Gallaudet email to your preferred email account; that way, you will receive messages from your instructors reliably.
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY STATEMENT 

 
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
Students who need special services or accommodations should contact the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSWD), located in SAC Room 1022
 
GALLAUDET UNIVERSITY UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
 
GSR 103 PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES
1. Language & Communication
a. Articulate effectively and appropriately using the grammar, mechanics, and registers of ASL.
b. Demonstrate ability to analyze and produce ASL as text using ASL and English literature.
c. Demonstrate ability to perform ASL presentations.
d. Develop skills in video production.
2. Critical Thinking
a. Develop skills in critical analysis of ASL texts and/or literature.
b. Develop ability to synthesize deaf themes into ASL texts.
3. Identity & Culture
a. Examine the role of language in deaf lives.
4. Knowledge & Inquiry
a. Recognize and analyze historical perspectives towards ASL.
b. Identify and interpret various global language issues through multiple lens.
5. Ethics & Social Responsibility
a. Exhibit intellectual honesty, respect, and integrity in ASL discourse and products.
 
	Course Outcome
	GU Outcomes
	Assessment Projects/Learning Opportunities for Course Outcomes
	Assessment Tools

	1.a Articulate effectively and appropriately using the grammar, mechanics, and registers of ASL.

 

1.b Demonstrate ability to analyze and produce ASL as text using ASL and English literature.

 

1.c Demonstrate ability to perform ASL presentations.

 

1.d Develop skills in video production.
	1.1, 1.3,   

 

 

 

1.1, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5 

 

 

1.1, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 5.5

 

1.1, 4.1, 5.7
	1.a MyThread assignments

 

 

1.b Video essays &

ASL literature assignments

 

1.c Team and Solo presentations

Persuasion presentation

 

1.d In-class training &

Visual Thread assignments and feedback
	1.a ASL rubric

 

 

1.b ASL rubric

 
1.c ASL presentation rubric

 

 
1.d Production checklist

	2.a Develop skills in critical analysis of ASL texts and/or literature.

 

2.b Develop ability to synthesize deaf themes into ASL texts.
	2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.5

 

1.1, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3
	2.a Video essays &

ASL literature assignments

 

2.b Video essays

	2.a ASL essay rubric

 

 

2.b ASL essay rubric

	3.a Examine the role of language in deaf lives.
	3.1, 3.3, 3.4, 4.4
	3.a Class lecture/discussion/videos
	3.a Quizzes

	4.a Recognize and analyze historical perspectives towards ASL.

 

4.b Identify and interpret various global language issues through multiple lens.
	3.1, 3.3, 4.2, 4.4

 

1.4, 3.2, 3.3, 4.3, 4.4
	4.a Class lecture/discussion/videos

 

4.b Video essays &
In class debate
	4.a Quizzes

 

 

4.b ASL essay rubric

	5.a Exhibit intellectual honesty, respect, and integrity in ASL discourse and products.
	1.1, 2.1, 5.4, 5.7
	5.a Proper use of citations

Academic discourse

 
	5.a Checklist


 
Class requirements
1. Participation:                                                                                                      10% 


Participation will be figured as a percentage of your attendance in class.  If you are present, you are expected to be an active participant.  This means you will be involved in discussions, do a variety of language play activities, and pay attention when others are signing.  If you are physically present but not engaged in the day’s work, you would be marked absent (after a warning).
2.  MYThread Assignments  (3) :                                                                           30%                                                    


There are three assignments due at various points throughout the semester.  They should help you develop various skills including outlining, editing, designing. 


1. Autobiography Assignment  (10%)


2. Language Variation Assignment (10%)


3. Deaf Humor Assignment (10%)

3. Semester Project: Deaf Non-Profit/Advocacy Organization Assignments:      25%

You will design and complete a research project on a deaf non-profit/advocacy organization that you choose.  You will also give a persuasive presentation in class on  your project during the final week of classes. Detailed instructions about this project will be given out and explained as the semester progresses.  There is a Wiki posted in Blackboard with additional information about this project as well.

3. Persuasive Presentation:                                                                                         10%


Your platform presentation will be 4-5 minutes long.  You will use PowerPoint and only 5-6 slides are needed.  Your evaluation will be based on the ASL Presentation Rubric (available on Blackboard) as well as on the content of your presentation. 
4. Quizzes  (2):                                                                                                             10%               
There will be two quizzes throughout the semester. 
5. Final Exam:                                                                                                              15% 

You will be required to show up for final exam. In preparation for the exam, you are to submit a final reflective essay via MyThread.
Policies and Procedures:
1. Student Responsibilities:  Participants in this class are expected to actively participate by attending class and completing assigned activities, participate in class and group discussions, complete assignments on time, respect diverse perspectives and opinions, and support your opinions and answers with reasons, explanations and documentation from a variety of sources. 

2. Classroom Etiquette:  Basic classroom etiquette includes turning off all electronics devices. Arrive on time for class, stay the entire period, and will avoid behavior that interferes with the concentration and learning of other students.  Attention should be given to the instructor, guest speakers, and fellow students. 
3. Attendance: You will be allowed two absences for any reason.  For any additional absence, you will lose 2 points from your overall course grade for each class that you miss.  (Example:  If you have 4 absences and 93% for your final grade, you will instead receive a final grade of 89% after losing 4 points due to the two additional absences).  Use this wisely. 

4. Deadlines:  Assignments are due at the beginning of class. Assignments not submitted at the beginning of class will lose 10 points and an additional 10 points the following days.  For example: If your assignment is due at 12:30 pm and it is submitted at 4 pm, the assignment grade is lowered by 10 points.  If the assignment is due at 12:30pm and it is submitted the next day the assignment grade is lowered by 20 points. 

5. Peer Network:  Each student is responsible for getting access to and understanding what is expected of each assignment.  Please form a strong network with your peers.  If you miss a class, go to Blackboard for assignments and ask other classmates to learn about what you missed. 

6. ASL Skills Expectations Raised: We will learn and apply academic ASL, which is a specialized discourse for academic assignments.  Use only ASL in classroom and during video assignments throughout the semester.  
7. Editing ASL work: You are encouraged to edit your ASL assignments. Be sure you attend to the class discussion regarding the mechanics and strategies to improve your work. Feel free to meet with your instructor or visit Tutorial & Instructional Programs to get the feedback as often as needed to produce the very best work possible.

8. MyThread Assignments:  Each of you will upload your video into MyThread website. Some of your work may be shared with classmates for feedback.  The staff in the E-Learning Lab can assist you to set it up and maintain it throughout the semester.  To avoid potential problems, you are not to delete any video work you have created for class.
GSR 103 FALL 2011  Course Schedule
Any changes to the syllabus and/or schedule will be announced in class and posted in blackboard
	Week
	Date
	Monday
	Date
	Wednesday

	1
	Aug 29
	Day 1 Course Introduction/Syllabus

Assign: none
Due: none
	Aug 31
	Day 2: Rubrics: Protocols 
Assign: MYT#1 Rough Autobiography

Due: none

	2
	Sept 5
	  LABOR DAY NO CLASS
	Sept 7
	Day 3 MyThread (MYT): Video Instruction
Assign:  MYT#1 -Revised Autobiography
Due: MYT#1 Rough Autobiography

	3
	Sept 12
	Day 4 Semester Project: Deaf Organizations
Discuss $5.00 project
Assign: SP#1 -Identify Deaf Organizations
Due: none
	Sept 14
	Day 5 Unit 1 Linguistics History of ASL 

Assign: none
Due: MYT#1 -Revised Autobiography


	4
	Sept 19
	Day 6 How to edit MyThread
Assign: MYT#1 -Edited Autobiography
Due: SP#1 -Identify Deaf Organizations 

	Sept 21
	Day 7 History of ASL Lingusitics

Assign: SP#1 - Deaf Organizations
Due:  none

	5
	 Sept 26
	Day 8 Phonology - Four Parameters 

Assign:  none
Due: MYT# 1 –FINAL Autobiography
	Sept 28
	Day 9 Simultaneous vs. Sequential
Assign: none 
Due: none

	6
	 Oct 3
	 Day 10 Verbs in ASL - Plain and Indicating
Assign: none 
Due:  SP#1  -Deaf Organizations

	Oct 5
	 Day 11 Verbs in ASL - Depicting

Assign: SP#1 -Justification for support your cause
Due: none 



	7
	 Oct 10
	Day 12 – Non-manual Signals: Uses of Eye Gaze 

Assign: none 
Due: none 


	Oct 12
	Day 13 Language Change
Assign:  none 

Due: none 

  

	8
	Oct 17
	 Day 14 Language Variation 

Assign: MYT#2 -Language Variation

Due: SP#1 -Justification for support your cause

	Oct 19
	Day 15; International Signs

Assign: SP#4 - Data Collection

Due: none

	9
	 Oct 24
	 Day 16 Surrogates/Tokens
Assign: none 
Due: MYT#2 -Language Variation
	Oct 26
	Day 17 ASL Literature Unit  

History of ASL Literature
Assign: MYT#3 -ASL Humor
Due: none 



	10
	Oct 31
	Day 18 ASL Humor

Assign: 

Due: MYT#3 ASL Humor
	Nov 2
	Day 19 Analyzing ASL Frozen Texts
Assign: none 
Due: SP#1 -Data Collection

	11
	Nov 7
	Day 20 ASL Poetry
Assign: SP#2 -Develop an outline for PP notes
Due: none
	Nov 9
	Day 21 Register Variation: Informal vs. Formal

Assign: none 
Due: none 



	12
	Nov 14
	Day 22 Persuasion Speech
Assign: 
Due: SP#2 -Outline for PP notes

	Nov 16
	Day 23 Language and Identity Unit 
Video and Discussion: Birds of Different Feathers
Assign: SP#2 -Draft PointPower Notes
Due:

	13
	Nov 21
	 Day 24 Assign: Video and Discussion: Audism Unveiled Through Deaf Eyes
Assign: 
Due: SP#2 -Draft PointPower Notes

	Nov 23
	Day 25 Video and Discussion: See what I mean: Deaf and Hearing Cultural Differences
Assign: SP#2 -Edited PointPower Notes
Due:

	
	Nov 28
	No class- Thanksgiving Break
	Nov 30
	No class- Thanksgiving Break

	14
	 Dec 5
	 Day 26 Warm-up Presentation
Assign: 
Due: SP#2 -Edited PointPower Notes

	Dec 7
	 Day 27 Students’ Persuasion Presentations in ASL 
Assign: none 
Due: SP#2 -Persuasion Presentation in ASL 



	15
	Dec 12
	Day 28 Students” Persuasion Presentations in ASL
Assign: None
Due:  SP#2 -Persuasion Presentation in ASL
	
	 

	16
	Week 16  FINAL EXAM (REFLECTIVE ESSAY) 
DUE: TBA


